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Before the 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 i 
, ,. -I\ 2 .  .; . :, hi.:. 3 . : 

! I n  the Matter of i ! 

Request for Review of the 
Decision of the 
Universal Service Administrator by 

Queen of Apostles School 
Alexandria. Virginia 

Federal-State Joint Board on 
Universal Service 

Changes to the Board of Directors of the 
National Exchange Carrier Association. Inc 

1 
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1 
) File No. SLD-226515 

1 CC Docket No. 96-45 

) J i CC Docket No. 97-21 
) 

ORDER 

Adopted: January 14,2003 

B)) the Telecoiiimunicatioiis Access Policy Division. Wireline Competition Bureau: 

Released: January 15, 2003 

1. The Telecommunications Access Policy Division has under consideration a 
Request for Review filed by Queen of Apostles School (Apostles School). Alexandria. Virginia.' 
Apostles School seeks review of a decision issued by the Schools and Libraries Division (SLD) 
of the Universal Service Administrative Company (Administrator) to reject .4postles School's 
appeal on the grounds that it was untimely filed.' For the reasons set forth below, we grant the 
Request for Review and remand to SLD for further consideration. 

2 .  SLD issued a Funding Commitment Decision Letter on July 23, 2001. approving 
in part and denying in part Apostles School's request for discounted services under the schools 
and libraries universal service support mechanism.' Specifically, SLD approved Apostles 
School's request for discounts for telecommunications services. Funding Request Numbers 

' Letter froin Crai: Wojay, Queen of Apostles School. to Federal Communications Commission. tiled March 5 ,  
3002 (Request for Review). 

See'Request for Review. Section 54.719(c) o f the  Commission's rules provides that any person aggrieved by an 
action taken by a division ofthe Administrator may  seek review froin the Commission. 47 C.F.R 3 54.719(c). 

' Letter- froiii Schools and Libraries Division, Universal Service Administrative Company, to Mary West. Queen of 
Apostles School. dated July  23. 2001 (Fundins Commitment Decision Letter). 
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July 23,2001 Funding Commitment Decision Letter and that SLD did take 42 days to respond to 
Apostles School’s request. We find that Apostles School’s ability to appeal was prejudiced by 
SLD’s unreasonable delay in responding to Apostles School‘s request for a copy of the missing 
page from the Funding Commitment Decision Letter. Therefore, we grant Queen of Apostles’ 
Request for Review and remand its application to SLD for further consideration. 

S .  ACCORDINGLY, IT IS ORDERED, pursuant to authority delegated under 
sections 0.91, 0.291, and 54.722(a) ofthe Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. 5s 0.91. 0.291. and 
54.722(a), that the Request for Review filed by Queen of Apostles School, Alexandria. Virfinia 
on March 5. 2002, IS GRANTED and its application IS REMANDED to SLD for further 
consideration. 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Mark G. Seifert 
Deputy Chief, Telecommunications Access Policy Division 
Wireline Competition Bureau 

7001 Funding Coininitment Decision Letter was issued before August 13,2001, the extended appeal period does not 
apply to Apostles School. 
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(FRNs) 522582, 522585, and 522587.' SLD also denied Apostles School's request for 
discounted internal connections, FRN 523595.' 

1 On September 211 2001. Apostles School filed an appeal of SLD's decision.' In 3 .  

its appeal to SLD. Apostles School states that it received the Funding Commitment Decision 
Letter shortly after July 23. 2001 and noticed that the letter did not include the final p q e  relating 
to its FRNs and on July 31.2001 it notified SLD ofthe problem and requested the missing final 
page.' Apostles School further states that the final page \vas faxed to it on September 1 I .  300 I .  
41 days later after the request. Apostles School claims that September 11. 2001 \vas the first 
time it saw tlie final page of the Funding Commitment Decision Letter and realized t!iat FRS  
522582 was much less than the requested amount. Apostles School restates from the September 
11: 2001 fax cover page that "Appeals of funding commitments must be filed within 30 days of 
the date on the original Funding Commitment Decision Letter."x On October 15. 3001. SLD 
issued an Administrator's Decision on Appeal. indicating that it would not consider Apostles 
School's appeal because i t  \vas received more than 30 days after the July 23. 2001 Funding 
Commitment Decision Letter was issued." Apostles School subsequently filed the instant 
Request for Review bvith the Commission. 

3.  For requests seeking review of decisions issued before August 13. 1001 under 
section j4.720(b) of the Commission's rules. an appeal must be filed with tlie SLD or the 
Commission within 30 days of the issuance ofthe decision that the party seeks to have 
reviewed.'" Documents are considered to be filed kvith SLD or the Commission only up011 
receipt.'' The 30-day deadline contained in section 54.720(b) of the Commission's rules applies 
to all such requests for review filed by a party affected by a decision issued by the 
Administrator." Based on the record, it appears that Apostles School did request a copy ofthe 

Id. 

1'1. 

1 

(' Letter from Crai: Wojay, Queen of Apostles School. to Schools and Libraries Division. Universal Service 
Administrative Company, tiled September 21, 200 I (Request for Administrator Review). 

' Id. 

li Id .%e u l s o  Fundins Cotnmitnieiit Decision Letter at 6 

" Letter from Schools and Libraries Divibion. Universal Service Administrative Company, to Craig Wojay). Queen of 
Apostles School. dated October 15. 2001 (Administrator's Decision on Appeal). 

' I '  47 C.F.R. $ 54.720(b) 

41 C.F.R. $ 1.7. I 1  

I' Due to recent disruptions i n  the reliability of the iiiail service. the 30-day appeal period has been exreiided by an 
additional 30 days for requests seekins review of decisions issued on or after Auzust 13, 2001. See l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l e ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ / a / i ~ ~ i ~  
of l17leri1i1 Filing Procciiiires,fo,- Filings of Reqiesrsfur Review Federnl-S/a/e Joint Bourd 017 Uuiivr.su/ Service. 
CC Docket No. 96-45, Order, FCC 01-376 (rel. December 26, 2001). as corrected by I~~iplenzenrurioi~ ofl17rerbi1 
F i l i ~ g  Procehirec.for FiIii7gs ufKeyriesis, for Rcvim: Fedcrul-.%u!e .Jojii f  Bomd 017 Cliliwrsal Servicc. CC Docket 
No. 96-45, Errata (Corn. Car. Bur. rel. December 28, 2001 and January 4,  2002): SLD website. What's New 
(January 20, 2002). <littp:,'..\I.\\.\~.sI.uiii\,ersalservic~.[ir~ wl iatcnewi0 12002.asr+e\tended>. Because the July  23, 


